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holiness excommunicated the assassins, and sent two legates to the king
into Normandy, who found him in the most edifying dispositions of a
sincere penitent. His majesty swore to them that he abolished the pre-
tended customs and the abuses which had excited the zeal of the saint,
and restored all the church lands and revenues which he had usurped; and
was ordered for his penance to maintain two hundred soldiers in the holy
war for a year. This miraculous conversion of the king and restitution of
the liberties of the church was looked upon as the effect of the saint's
prayers and blood. Seven lepers were cleansed; the blind, the deaf, the
dumb, and others sick of all kinds of distempers were cured by his inter-
cession, and some dead restored to life. Pope Alexander III published
the bull of his canonization in 1173. Philip, afterwards surnamed
Augustus, son to Lewis VII of France, being very sick and despaired of
by the physicians, the king his father spent the days and nights in tears,
refusing all comfort. He was advertised at length three nights in his
sleep by St Thomas, whom he had known, to make a pilgrimage to his
shrine at Canterbury. He set out against the advice of his nobility, who
were apprehensive of dangers: he was met by King Henry at the entrance
of his dominions and conducted by him to the tomb of the martyr. After
his prayer, he bestowed on the church a gold cup and several presents on
the monks, with great privileges. Upon his return into France he found
his son perfectly recovered through the merits of St Thomas, in 1179.

God was pleased to chastise King Henry as he had done David.   His

son, the young king, rebelled, because his father refused the cession of

any part of his dominions to him during his own life.    He was supported

by the greatest part of the English nobility and by the king of Scotland,

who committed the most unheard of cruelties in the northern provinces,

which he laid waste.    The old king, in his abandoned condition, made a

pilgrimage to the shrine of St Thomas, walked barefoot three miles before

the town, over the pebbles and stones, so that his feet were all bloody, and

at the tomb his tears and sighs were the only voice of his contrite and

humbled heart before God,   He would receive a stroke of a discipline from

all the bishops, priests, and canons, and spent there that whole day and the

night following without taking any nourishment, and made great presents

to the church.    The next morning, whilst he was hearing mass near the

tomb, the King of Scotland, his most cruel enemy, was taken prisoner by

a small number of men.   Soon after, his son threw himself at his feet and

obtained pardon.    He indeed revolted again several times;   but, falling

sick, by the merits of St Thomas, deserved to die a true penitent.    He

made a public confession of his sins, put on sackcloth, and a cord about

his neck, and would be dragged by it out of bed as the most unworthy

of sinners, and laid on ashes, on which he received the viaticum, and died

in the most perfect sentiments of repentance.    As to the four murderers,